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NOTICE 

This facsimile transmission is attorney-client privileged and confidential information intended only 
for the recipient named abov . If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that 
any dissemination, distribution, use or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you 
have received this transmission in error, contact us immediately at the number above. 
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Re: Application Serial No. 09/481,988 
Filed: January 11,2000 
For: MESOPOROUS-SILICA FILMS, FIBERS, AND POWDERS 

BY EVAPORATION 
Our Docket No. 1941-70 



■fir "fa ^fe. hh.S^kr 



Dear Examiner Marcantoni: ; 

The above-referenced reissue application has been arduously -examined in the 
patent office for over three years. Applicant is eager to have the patent reissued, with the 
already allowed broadened claims as well as with additional claims to^which it believes it 
is entitled. However, we seem to have reached an impasse with your view of certain new 
matter and enablement issues. After applicant filed his appeal brief, you changed the 
basis for the rejections, and issued a further, non-final Office action. 

We believe that now is the time to reach much-needed agreement on patentability^ 
thus to avoid the time and expense of an appeal. 



Accordingly, we propose to amend claim 128 as follows, much in keeping witl* ~ 
your earlier suggestions regarding breaking the heating step into y^ting~step*an&a-y 
calcining step. ■ ; ^^^ s i^^^^ $J^ ^ 

/su 



128. (Proposed) A calcined mesoporous silica film oh a/substrate formed by 
process comprising^. — /^f\ >"C" 

dispensinglTcatalyst^and silica precursor- and ^olv^mtr arid surfacUmpcontainirp^ 
solution on the substrate;^^ \ *"~ "\ 

forming a film on the substrate by rapid evaporation of\the solution on the 
substrate; ^ \^ 

^> heating the film on the substrate for a time and to a temperature sufficient 
substantially to remove any residual solvent; and 
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